Notes
THE GIFT OF TRITEMIUS
For Whittier see note to 'Kallundborg Church'.
Tritemius is Johannes Trithemius (14612-1516)3 Abbot of
Sponheim, and later Abbot of the monastery of St. Jakob at
Wiirzburg, in Bavaria. (His name was originally von Heiden-
berg, but he changed it to Trithemius because he was born at
Trittenheim.) As Wiirz means 'grass', and burg, 'city', Herbipolis
is a hybrid latinization of Wiirzburg. Cornelius Agrippa pre-
fixed to his Occult Philosophy a letter addressed to Johannes
Trithemius, an Abbot of Saint James in the suburbs of Herbi-
polis; and Trithemius replied expressing his thanks and ap-
preciation in a letter dated April 8, 1510.
16. the Moor's galley. The Moors were an Arab race originat-
ing in the north of Africa, who embraced first Christianity and
then Mohammedanism. They conquered Spain and held it
from 711 to 1492. After losing Spain they continually harassed
that country with piracy.
25. soldo.  The Italian halfpenny.
29. on His errands sped, i.e. if they are sent to do his service.
33. Who loveth mercy, &c. See Hosea vi. 6, 'For I desired
mercy and not sacrifice.'
THE WHITE SHIP
Dante Gabriel Rossetti (1828-82), the son of an Italian who
settled in England, was famous both as painter and poet. He
founded the pre-Raphaelite school of painting about 1849.
His best-known pictures are perhaps 'Beata Beatrix' and 'Dante's
Dream'; among his poems, 'The Blessed Damozel' and the
Sonnet-Sequence 'The House of Life' are particularly beautiful,
whilst 'The White Ship' is the most popular.
Henry I had taken his only son William over to Normandy
to be recognized as his successor to the Dukedom. During the
return voyage to England the ship in which William was sailing
struck on a rock at the mouth of the harboujr and sank. The
story that follows is supposed to be told by the only survivor, a
butcher of Rouen, who clung to the mast and was rescued next
morning by some fishermen.
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